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Grade 3 English 

Topic: The Verb “be” 

 
The verb “be” tells what the subject of a sentence is or was. 

Am, is, and are tell about someone or something in the 

present. Was and were tell about someone or something in 

the past.  

 
• Use a form of the verb “be” (I am, he/it/she is, we/you/they 

are) to talk about the present. 

 

 
 
                                    John is a student. 
 

  (be) (noun)  
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• Place the verb be before a noun, an adjective, or a 

prepositional phrase. 

 

                                  

John is intelligent.                               John is at the 
library. 

                  (be) (adjective)                                (be) (prepositional phrase) 

 

Let’s practise!       

 Read these sentences. Circle the word that is a form of the verb be. 

Example:  

• Captain Hook was Peter Pan’s enemy. 

Captain Hook was Peter Pan’s enemy. 

 
• Mary Poppin said, “The bathtub is gigantic!” 
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Mary Poppin said, “The bathtub is gigantic!” 

 

Your turn! 

Exercise 1. Complete these sentences with the verb be. The words can be 

found from the box below. 

 

is am are was were 

 

Example: I ________ on the bus with my mother and father.  

                 I am on the bus with my mother and father. 

 

1. Buses ________fun to ride. 

2. The bus driver ________a friendly woman. 

3. She __________ wearing a long dress. 

4. The exhibits___________ closed yesterday. 

5. There__________ many dinosaurs in the museum. 

 

• Some verbs show action. Others, such as the verb be, show being, or 

what something is or was. The form of be must agree with the subject 

of the sentence. 
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Exercise 2. Circle each verb. If the verb shows action, write action on the line. 

If the verb shows being, write being. 

  Example: The sunshine is bright and hot.  

       (The sunshine is bright and hot. – being)  

 

1. We carried our umbrellas. 

2. The sailboats were still. 

3. There are no rocks on the beach. 

4. The scientists were amazed at the remarkable fossil. 

5. He played a new game yesterday. 

 

Exercise 3. Underline the verb that best completes the sentence. Remember 

that the form of the verb be must agree with the subject. 

 

1. I (is, am) a third grader. 

2. Pat and I (is, are) partners in class. 

3. Jimmy (was, were) my partner last month. 

4. Mrs. Whitehead (is, are) the English teacher.         

5. The students (was, were) interested in the experiment. 

6. Many people (is, am, are) puzzled about where to sit in the hall.            
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7. I (is, am, are) amazed by my classmate’s art project. 

8. Taller students (is, am, are) sitting at the back of the classroom. 

 

Exercise 4. Read these sentences about bones. Circle the verb and write “action” or 

“being” in the space provided. 

 

 

1. The spine is the most importat bone in the human body. _____ 

2. Our brains make it possible for us to think or speak._____ 

3. The skull and rib bones protect important parts of the body._____ 

4. The skull is the bone in your head._____ 
 

WONDERFUL JOB! 

 


