
Grade 7 English 

Relative Pronouns 

 

If you are doing Grade 7, you’ll find these materials extremely 
helpful! 

In this set of materials, we’ll try to get you acquainted with the 
most important linguistic elements you need to excel in your 
English exams. 

In order to make it easier to follow, we’ve classified your needful 
materials. For each section, standard questions are raised, and 
detailed explanations are provided to make sure a sound 
understanding of the answers is earned. 

Questions on Relative Pronouns 

A Relative Pronoun is a pronoun which is used to refer to the 
nouns mentioned earlier in a sentence. Relative Pronouns are 
used to refer to people, animals, things, places, or ideas. 

The most common Relative Pronouns are which, that, whose, 
who, whom. In some situations, words such as when, where, and 
why can also be used as relative pronouns.  

Choose the correct Relative Pronoun for each sentence. 

1. The tennis player…………………………. won the match was 
acclaimed profusely. 

2. The stockings …………………………. she bought yesterday had a 
run in them. 



3. The hospital …………………………. I was born was burned to the 
ground a few years ago. 

4. Rice, ………………………. is the staple food in many countries, is 
not nutritious enough. 

5. Today is the day…………………………. we celebrate our old 
traditions. 

6. The man…………………… my father was talking to was my 
teacher. 

7. The mother……………………. child had been lost was 
inconsolable. 

8. The reason………………………… she left the meeting early was 
not clear to anyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Answer Explanations 

 

1. who 

Who is a subjective relative pronoun for people. In sentence 1, 

tennis player is a person and it is the subject of the sentence.  

2. that/which1 

That is the most versatile relative pronoun. It can function as a 

subjective, or an objective pronoun. It can also be used for 

people, animals, things, places, and ideas. In sentence 2, 

stockings are things, and they are the object of the sentence. In 

this sentence, which is also possible.  

3. where/in which 

Where is used to describe places. In sentence 3, hospital is a 

place. In this sentence, in which is also possible. 

4. which/that 

Which is a relative pronoun that can function as a subjective, or 

an objective pronoun. It can describe animals, things, and ideas. 

In sentence 4, Rice acts as the subject of the sentence. In this 

sentence, that is also possible. 

5. when/that 



When is used to describe time. In sentence 5, day indicates time. 

In this sentence, that can also be used. 

6. whom 

Whom is an objective relative pronoun for people. In sentence 

6, The man refers to a person and it is the object of the sentence. 

7. whose 

Whose is a possessive relative pronoun which is followed by a 

noun. In sentence 7, The mother’s child is a possessive case. 

8. why/that 

Why is used to describe a reason. In this sentence, that can also 

be used. 

1That Versus Which 

In most cases, that & which are used interchangeably; however, 

these two relative pronouns can technically be different. 

Read the sentences below: 

Our office, which is recently renovated, is in London. 

Our office that is recently renovated is in London. 

In the first sentence, there is one office that is in London. As 

further information, we learn that the office has been recently 

renovated. In fact, which is recently renovated is a non-restrictive 

or non-defining clause that can be deleted without changing the 

meaning of the sentence, because it simply adds extra 

information to the main sentence: Our office is in London.  



In the second sentence, that is recently renovated is a restrictive 

clause or a defining clause. This sentence means there is one 

office.  This office has been recently renovated and it is situated 

in London. It can be inferred there might be other offices in other 

cities, or other offices in London which have not been renovated. 

In short, which is a non-restrictive clause-maker while that is a 

restrictive one. 


