
Advanced Grammar 

The Subjunctive Mood 

Read the following sentences and say whether they are 

grammatically correct!  

1. I suggest you to use this method. 

2. We suggest she doesn’t go there in December.   

 

The answer is definitely NO. Although these sentences look ok to 

many of us, they are not grammatically sound. Personally, if I 

were to pick five tricky words in English, suggest would definitely 

be one of them! The difficulty with using suggest and verbs that 

are used for making suggestions (e.g. advise and recommend) 

lies in the fact that they attract a that clause after them. 

Therefore, the correct form of the first sentence would be:  

I suggest (that) you use this method. 

In the case of the second sentence, although a clause (she 

doesn’t go …) has been used after the verb ‘suggest’, the 

sentence is still wrong. Here, we are only allowed to use the base 

verb after ‘suggest’. That is, we cannot use auxiliary verbs nor 

can we conjugate the verb in the that clause! The correct form 

of the second sentence would be:  

                We suggest she not go there in December.    

 



In active voice clauses, the subjunctive form is always the base 

form of the verb! In other words, it does not get affected by a 

change in tense.  

It is recommended that he take the pills regularly. (present 

tense) 

It was recommended that he take the pills regularly. (past 

tense) 

In passive voice clauses, the subjunctive mood is formed by 

using the following formula:  

(that) subject+ (not) be + past participle of the verb 

It is recommended that the pills be taken regularly. 

It is suggested that these rules not be violated.  

Generally, verbs and adjectives that indicate importance, 

obligation, advisability, and desirability necessitate the use of 

the subjunctive mood:  

Verbs Adjectives 

require, request, insist, 
stress, advise, recommend, 
suggest, demand, stipulate,  
instruct, beg, propose, order   

desirable, necessary, essential, 
vital, critical, important, 
preferable, imperative, 
incumbent, mandatory, 
obligatory    

      

Examples:  

Active Subjunctive Mood 



It is desirable that you be on time.  

It is urgent that she refer to the clinic. 

It is imperative that the tenant pay the landlord. 

They insist that the manager resign.  

The king demands that the ambassador leave.  

The senate has proposed that the president sign the bill. 

Passive Subjunctive Mood 

They request that the letter be kept confidential. 

The author suggests that the new method be used.  

They ordered that the tower be pulled down. 

It is essential that these factors be taken into account. 

It is desirable that they be monitored.  

It is critical that this project be launched in May.  

 

Self-check 

Circle the correct form. 

1. What do you suggest __________?  

a. we eat 

b. us to eat 

2. It is critical that Jane __________. 



a. is creative 

b. be creative 

3. Everyone agrees that this question __________ . 

a. be tough  

b. is tough 

4. We recommend that she __________ her real name. 

a. does not use  

b. not use  

5. I request that the cellphone __________ to me. 

a. is returned 

b. be returned  

6. I insisted that I __________ to state my case.  

a. be allowed  

b. am allowed 

7. The old man suggested that the child__________ . 

a. was grounded  

b. be grounded 

8. They insist that the team __________ next week. 

a. does not play  

b. not play 


