
Grade 10 English  

Young Goodman Brown Study Question 

An allegory is essentially a story in which the characters and 

events are symbols of something else. In such narratives, 

characters, places, and events are used to deliver a broader 

message about real-world issues and occurrences. Since 

allegories are applicable to larger issues, they have been used 

in paintings, poems, and stories as well as other forms of art to 

depict or communicate complex ideas and concepts in ways 

that are comprehensible to their audience. 

 

Section A: Vocabulary  

Match the following words with their meanings. 

1. aptly a. strike, hammer  

2. smite b. cheerfulness, glee 

3. peculiarity c. perceive, recognize 

4. dreary  d. strangely,  

5. discern e. depression, dejection 



6. peek f. cheerless, bleak 

7. curiously g. glance, peep 

8. melancholy  h. appropriately 

9. serpent i. distinctiveness, eccentricity 

10. mirth j. a limbless reptile, a snake 

  

Use the following words and fill in the blanks.  

Smite    discern    mirth    melancholy    curiously    aptly 

  

1. Current government strategy on unemployment has been 

described fairly ______ as being the carrot and stick 

approach. 

2. The house felt ______ empty without the children. 

3. The announcement caused considerable ______ amongst 

pupils and sports masters alike. 

4. Bringing his sword down swiftly, the knight tried to ______ 

the enemy before he could get away. 



5. The man stopped, thinking he'd heard some movement 

behind him, but after listening a few minutes could ______ 

no human sound and was satisfied he was alone. 

6. A deep ______ took possession of him, and gave a dark 

tinge to all his views of human nature and of human destiny. 

 

Section B: Discussion and Analysis  

1. Foreshadowing is a way of indicating or hinting at what will 

come later. How does Hawthorne use this technique in this 

narrative? List three hints that are given in the text.  

 

 

 

2. How does Young Goodman Brown justify his errand? Do you 

agree with his decision to leave Faith behind to make this trip?  

 

 



 

3. Describe the relationship between Young Goodman Brown 

and Faith. How does Hawthorne characterize Faith? 

4. How does the author establish the setting (the location and 

time period) in "Young Goodman Brown"? How does it impact 

the plot?  

 

 

5. Discuss Young Goodman Brown’s observations when he 

arrives at the meeting.  

 

 

 

6. How does the devil use to persuade Young Goodman Brown 

to continue his journey to the devil’s baptism? 

 

 



7. Discuss the significance of the following quote:  

“My faith is gone!” 

 

 

8. What type of conflict does the main character face in this 

narrative?  

 

 

 

9. Discuss Young Goodman Brown’s literal journey. In what ways 

does it change his life? How does his life end? 

 

 

 

10. Young Goodman Brown is considered a moral allegory. What 

moral lessons do you learn from it? 



11. Hawthorne uses different figures of speech in this narrative. 

Which figures of speech are used in the following excerpts from 

the text.  

simile   metaphor   alliteration   anaphora 

   

“It was now deep dusk in the forest, and deepest in that part of it 

where these two were journeying.” (                ) 

“A stern, a sad, a darkly meditative, a distrustful, if not a desperate 

man, did he become, from the night of that fearful dream.” (                ) 

“He had taken a dreary road, darkened by all the gloomiest trees of 

the forest, which barely stood aside to let the narrow path creep 

through.” (                ) 

“… the creaking of the trees, the howling of wild beasts, and the yell of 

Indians” (                ) 

“… four blazing pines, their tops aflame, their stems untouched, like 

candles at an evening meeting” (                ) 

“… this black mass of cloud was sweeping swiftly northward” (                ) 

 

 



 

 

 


