
Grade 8 English 

The Necklace: Study Questions 

Section A: Vocabulary 

Define Each Word!  

● dowry 

● gallantries  

● stammer 

● privation 

● usurer 

● delicacies 

Match the following words with their meanings. 

1. prospect a) variable, capricious 

2. anguish b) joy, euphoria 

3. distraught c) extremely unpleasant  

4. shabbiness  d) likelihood, chance 

5. thrifty e) agitated, perplexed 

6. drudgery f) embarrass, demean 



7. fickle g) tedious work 

8. humiliate  h) a lack of elegance 

9. ecstasy  i) agony, torment 

10. odious j) economical, frugal 

 

Discussion and Analysis  

1. Clearly, Mathilde is not happy with her life. Why is this?  

 

 

 

2. How does the writer depict Mathilde’s character? Use at least 

three adjectives to describe her personality.   

 

 

 

3. Describe Mathilde’s initial reaction to the invitation from the 

Minister of Education.   



4. What motivates Mathilde to buy a new dress and borrow a 

superb diamond necklace? 

 

 

 

5. Discuss the relationship between the Loisel's. Do you think Mr. 

Loisel is a good fit for his wife? Why or why not?  

 

  

 

 

6. The Necklace is told from the ______ . 

a. first-person point of view  

b. third-person-limited point of view 

c. second-person point of view 

d. omniscient point of view  



7. What are some measures Mathilde and her husband take to 

replace the necklace? How does losing the necklace change 

Mathilde’s life? 

 

 

 

 8. Social class, ambition and material possessions, appearance 

versus reality, and wealth versus happiness are four of the major 

themes of The Necklace. Discuss one of these themes by 

providing evidence from the text.  

 

 

 

 

 

9. What does the necklace symbolize in this story?  

 

 



10. Guy de Maupassant chooses to end this story with a twist. 

Write a sequel to this story and describe Mathilda’s reaction to 

what she hears from Madame Forestier.  

 

 

 

 

 

11. What are some similarities and differences between The Gift 

of the Magi and The Necklace?  
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